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[David_D] My name is David Ditchfield and I am currently the manager of e-services at the Faculty of Education at Queens University.  For the last 30 years I have been involved in public education in Ontario.  Until 2 years ago I was a Director with the Ontario Ministry of education

[lini] Lini Pisharodi, Toronto. I am looking for job in Toronto. I have Master's Degree in Sociology ..  More than 8 years experience in Social Service Sector

[David_D] I want to be clear that the focus is on teaching in the K to 12 environment in Ontario although we may be able to touch on other areas

[Elga_SfC] K to 12 would mean up to Grade 12?

[David_D] Yes up to 12 in terms of employment.  The format is simply question and answer.  If we can’t supply an immediate answer we will do our best to find the information

[lini] Could you please let me know where I can find information on CPR courses ... recognized by the Ontario Ministry of Education and or Ministry of Employment?

[Elga_SfC] And my comment: Lini, my son took CPR last week. I will find out where, and let you know

[lini] thank you Elga

[David_D] the Ministry of Ed does not have jurisdiction over such courses

[Anne] I know St. John Ambulance does these courses and these are recognized across the province

[Daniel] Is the Teachers' Certificate absolutely necessary to be a high school teacher in Ontario?

[David_D] yes there are very few exceptions. . . further to Daniel’s question. . . in some cases if a school board cannot find a qualified teacher. . . they can apply for a Letter of Permission to use an unqualified teacher. . . this is for short term situations only

[lini] question

[David_D] go ahead lini

[lini] Is this necessary to have Registered Social Worker to. . . work as a Social Worker in Ontario. .though that person is qualified to work in that capacity.

[David_D] again that is outside my area but I would assume that there would have to be accreditation in Ontario

[Elga_SfC] May I add to that?

[David_D] I would check with the Ministry of Community and Social Services. . . please add Elga

[Elga_SfC] There are some areas of social work where one can enter without certification. . . Settlement (helping new immigrants) is one of them . . . there may be other

[lini] Is that so? May I know those areas

[Elga_SfC] More form me. . . ] I will send everyone the full archive from the chat room

[David_D] this website may help:  

http://www.oasw.org/ENG/CAREER.HTM

[lini] Thank you Elga and David

[David_D] Sandra and Daniel came in late - would you like to introduce yourselves

[Elga_SfC] Sandra, you will find all the info in the archive David is answering questions.

[Sandra] Elga, I'm a immigrant and I need to now the process to see or how to get a renew my career?

[David_D] Daniel, would you like to introduce yourself?

[Daniel] I am an economics professor from Mexico.

[David_D] great, for the newcomers this is a question and answer format focussing on professionals who are interested in entering teaching in Canada.

[David_D] don’t be shy with the questions

[Daniel] My experience relates to first year university students and I thought maybe I could become a high school teacher but the certification requirements make it hard in the short run.

[David_D] to be a teacher in Ontario or Canada in general you need an undergraduate degree and a degree in education

[Elga_SfC] David, you said that if there is a shortage of qualified teachers, "they can apply for a Letter of Permission to use an unqualified teacher". What are the shortage areas?

[David_D] the school board must apply - it is sometimes used in technical areas like auto mechanics and sometime in languages. . . it is not a likely option

[Sandra] I have my degree in Colombia and some courses in actualization

[Daniel] I have a M.A. from Florida University would this help me?

[David_D] let me answer Daniel and Sandra as their questions are similar. . . if you have an under grad or post grad degree you must then obtain an education degree.  This is typically a one-year program.  several Ontario universities offer these programs.  If you have a teaching degree from another country you can apply to the Ontario College of Teachers for certification.  They will assess your documents and experience.

[Sandra] What is the variety of time that I need to get this degree?

[David_D] one year if you already have a degree

[Daniel] Would it be possible to start working while studying the education degree?

[David_D] no it is not possible to start before you graduate unless you find work in a private school. . . private schools in Ontario do not have to have certified teachers

[lini] Is there any online courses available? If so details please

[David_D] there are no B Ed degrees fully online. . . a major part of the one year program is placement in Ontario classrooms

[Daniel] Thanks

[Sandra] do you need to have the past degrees from my country be translate to English

[David_D] If you apply for university entrance they will tell you what they will need.  Generally they require original documents sent directly from your former university

[lini] Some courses of degree programs are available on line..is that you meant?

[David_D] there are some degree programs online but not education

[Daniel] Does Queen's University have a program for teachers?

[David_D] yes we do. . . that is where I work. . . we also offer masters and doctoral degrees

[Sandra] does Brock University has this programs for teachers?

[David_D] yes Brock has a teacher training program

[Elga_SfC] And what online courses does your program offer, David?

[David_D] and additional qualifications for practicing teachers. . . all of our additional qualifications courses are online

[lini] I have a Master of Philosophy Degree from abroad....

[David_D] lini as to online course take a look at this 

http://www.athabascau.ca/

[David_D] go ahead lini if you have a further question

[lini] that course is treated as the requirement for teaching undergraduate programs.... how can I know that this Program stands where.... as per Ontario Education and Job standards? end.

[David_D] I believe it would allow entrance into a B Ed program but the university makes the decision, you should contact the university you are interested in.  You can find the Ontario universities offering education programs at:

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teacher/employ.html

[Daniel] When does the next program for teachers start?

[Sandra] When do this programs starts?

[David_D] the next term is typically in the fall

[Sandra] do you happen to have the date of beginning?

[David_D] it will be in September.  It is very competitive and it is most likely that the fall enrollment is set

[David_D] go ahead Elga

[Elga_SfC] For certification purposes... your diploma will be evaluated by the Ontario College of Teachers. Contact them.  And second even though you can not start working as teachers...  if your language skills are strong it is good you can still work in a school, as a teaching assistant.

[Sandra] what is the possibility of an immigrant to get into the teaching system?

[David_D] Elga we need to be clear, the college of teachers will only look at the credentials of those who are qualified to teach elsewhere.  If you have a degree, undergrad or otherwise, you must complete a one-year university program.

[Elga_SfC] True, thanks for the clarification...

[Elga_SfC] "Teaching assistant", see more on 

http://www.onip.ca/sector/4/

[David_D] many school board employ people who help teachers in the classroom.  Elga has given you information

[Sandra] so I can be a teaching assistant while I'm doing my program at the university?

[Daniel] So you cannot work as an assistant while doing the program right?

[lini] is this similar to supply teaching?

[David_D] you could if a school board hires you but the teaching degree is a full time program you would not have time.  Supply teaching is another matter.  Supply teacher are more formally known as occasional teachers they are typically fully qualified teachers.

[Daniel] But I could do it just in the meantime to start the program and have Canadian experience.?

[David_D] it is possible Daniel. You should check school board websites for possibilities

[Sandra] is there any website to know about private schools in Ontario?

[David_D] Sandra, Here is the website:

http://www.educationcanada.com

here is the Ontario reference

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/privsch/index.html

most private school will require Ontario certification but there are some exceptions.

[Sandra] thank you for the directions and the websites

[lini] do you have a master of social work program at Queen's?

[David_D] I am not certain about social work at Queens.  You can visit the central website

http://www.queensu.ca/qsite/atoz/programs.shtml

[David_D] We have touched on many areas, are there supplementary questions from anyone?

15:51:56 [lini] how do we know that particular program is recognized....by employers and education system? any websites of government giving details?

[David_D] any university in Ontario offering a degree in education is certified.  The website I mentioned earlier lists the universities 

[Sandra] David, I have my degree on childhood education, so can this degree help me work in another level?

[David_D] Sandra -how many years was the degree

[Sandra] I have 2 degrees -- in technology that was 2 years and an university degree of four years and more than 10 years o f experience in my native country Colombia

[David_D] http://www.oasw.org/ENG/CAREER.HTM
[David_D] this would most likely gain you acceptance but you would have to contact the universities directly.  Your experience will certainly help

[Sandra] so I still need to do the year of teaching program?

[David_D] if you do not have a teaching degree from your former university you will need a minimum of a one year program in a Canadian university.  It can be complex to understand at first

[Sandra] I have the degree and the experience

[David_D] ok now I understand that you have a teaching degree -- am I correct?

[Sandra] yes you are correct but I want to know if I still need to have a year of university in Canada

[David_D] you must contact the college of teachers at

http://www.oct.ca/flash.html
They will assess your credentials and let you know if you can be certified immediately or they may state that you need some additional courses.  You should begin immediately, as it takes time.  They will require that your documents come directly from your former university.
[Sandra] thank you

[David_D] lini go ahead

[lini] How can I obtain details on different programs offered outside universities.

[David_D] can you clarify your question lini?  What sorts of programs do you mean?

[lini] Like earlier I asked...CPR courses are offered outside.. universities…there may be other programs like this…offered outside universities...to get an idea on programs offered outside…universities in Canada...where should search for?

[David_D] lini look here

http://www.sja.ca/english/

[David_D] go ahead lily

[lily] sorry for being late. do you mean we do not have to be a member of Teacher College of Ontario? ] if we go for other path , if we want to be a teacher in Canada

[David_D] No, I do not mean that ] to teach in Ontario you must be certified by and a member of the Ontario college of teachers

[David_D] lini you had a question

[lini] yes

[David_D] go ahead lini

[lini] There are many courses online offered by universities.... how I will know that these are legitimate universities or not?

[David_D] if you are dealing with a Canadian university visit the ministry of education website for that province there will be a list on accredited universities.  If you are dealing with online universities from outside Canada be very careful

[lini] I meant universities inside and outside Canada...giving online programs

[David_D] outside is a different matter, you have to look at what you want to do with the degree in Canada.  Knowing this you need to find out if a degree from the institution will be recognized you must be careful there can be dishonesty in this area.

[lini] yes exactly...that is where I require help

[David_D] I would stick with Canadian universities.  What would you want to do with the degree.  Clarify please

[lini] employment purpose..

[David_D] lini in what area you must be specific

[Sandra] David, the last question.  I have all my documents from my former university I could go and give them in so the could be evaluated?

[David_D] My understanding is that both the college of teachers and universities…require documents directly from the university…I assume this is protection against forgery…I know it can present problems as some universities are not very responsive.  Is this clear Sandra?

[Sandra] yes thank you and have a nice day

[David_D] good luck Sandra

[lini] last question

[David_D] lini go ahead

[lini] your session was very much interesting. if I would like to .....seek more help from you...is there any way I can reach you?... thank you very much for sharing your expertise with us..

[David_D] yes you can through ONIP.  Elga can you explain for everyone how they can contact me

[Elga_SfC] David is also the volunteer moderator of our Discussion Board for Internationally-trained Teachers...you can post a question at any time on http://www.onip.ca/board/viewforum.php?f=10

And he will be available to answer it to his best knowledge

[Daniel] Thank you very much I have a much more clear picture now. Bye

[David_D] Anne? Daniel? Lili? Lini? any questions

[Elga_SfC] Remember - I will send you the archive with all links

[lini] thank you Elga.

[lily] Thank you David and Elga, even though I was late but I obtain new info from this session , thank you

[Daniel] I do not have any more questions thank you

[Anne] No. But thank you, it was very interesting.

[Elga_SfC] Thanks to David for sharing his knowledge so generously with us!

[David_D] I will stay until 4 30 for anymore questions

[lini] I will contact with you later David...with my querries

[Elga_SfC] Please, keep in touch through the discussion board

[David_D] I have enjoyed meeting all of you online and I wish you all the best

[Elga_SfC] and good luck to all!

[Elga_SfC] David, I have a question, if you are willing to stay a few more minutes...

[David_D] go ahead Elga

[Elga_SfC] : is there any written "code of conduct" for people who work in schools/with kids? If yes, where can one find it?

[David_D] good question -- generally the standards of practice under the college of teachers applies to teachers any one in contact with children must have a criminal background check.  School boards would set their own policy to some extent.  I will research this and post it

[Elga_SfC] This is good to know. I will look at the College Web site

[Elga_SfC] Do you know where boards publish these policies?  Will be good to have a post. I know that standards of physical touch differ across countries

[David_D] it would vary from board to board

[Elga_SfC] In some countries teachers will touch and hug students - especially in elementary school - much more

[David_D] the ministry set a code of conduct for students it is on their website

[Elga_SfC] Ok, will research that too.

[David_D] my impression is that there is not a lot of touching these days because of liability issues.  But your point is good it can differ culture to culture.

[Elga_SfC] Yes, that is what I hear - and a newcomer may not be prepared for this.

